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Commonwealth of Kentucky 

College Readiness 
 

Baseline Most 
Recent 

Target Progress: 
Baseline to Target 

Five-year 
Change (%) 

Readiness of Kentucky high school graduates who enter 
college 

61.8% 62% 77% 
 

1% 8% 

Readiness of all high school graduates 31.8% 33.6% 66% 
 

5% Not available 

College-going rate of high school graduates 67.4% 67% 
Not 

available 
Not  

available 
Not 

available 
1% 

GED graduates 9,357 10,294 11,500 
 

44% 14% 

New Teacher Excellence 
(Percent scoring in top 15% nationally on teacher exam) 

17.0% 16.9% 22% 
 

0% 0% 

       

Student Success  
 

     

Degrees and Credentials (Total) 55,106 59,408 59,400 
 

100% 24% 

      Associate degrees 8,603 9,267 9,500 
 

74% 23% 

      Bachelor’s degrees 19,693 20,318 22,900 
 

19% 11% 

      Master’s degrees 7,329 7,697 8,400 
 

34% 13% 
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Commonwealth of Kentucky 

Student Success, continued… Baseline Most 
Recent 

Target Progress: 
Baseline to Target 

Five-year 
Change(%) 

     Doctoral degrees – Research  502 479 550 
 

0% 1% 

     Doctoral degrees –  Professional Practice 1,023 1,197 1,300 
 

63%         34% 

Bachelor’s Graduation Rate 47.0% 48.2% 53.0% 
 

20% 3% 

Bachelor’s Graduation Rate Gap – Low Income 
     Low income grad rate / Moderate-high grad rate 

10.5 ppt 
46.2% / 56.7% 

18.4 ppt 
34.5% / 52.9% 

7.0 ppt 
 

0% Not available 

Bachelor’s Graduation Rate Gap – Underprepared 
     Underprepared / Prepared grad rate 

25.4 ppt 
30.7% / 56.1% 

26.1 ppt 
29.2% / 55.3% 

18.0 ppt 
 

0% Not available 

Bachelor’s Graduation Rate Gap – Underrepresented                          
     Minority 
URM / Non-URM grad rate 

15.2 ppt 
33.2% / 48.4% 

13.7 ppt 
36% / 49.7% 

11.0 ppt 
 

36% 5% 

Associate Graduation Rate 12.6% 13.6% 14.8% 
 

45% Not available 

Associate Graduation Rate Gap – Low Income 
     Low income grad rate / Moderate-high grad rate 

3.1 ppt 
10.8% / 13.9% 

5.8 ppt 
10.9% / 16.7% 

2.1 ppt 
 

0% Not available 

Associate Graduation Rate Gap – Underprepared 
     Underprepared / Prepared grad rate 

15.3 ppt 
7.5% / 22.8% 

15.1 ppt 
11.4% / 26.5% 

10.2 ppt 
 

4% Not available 

 Associate Graduation Rate Gap – Underrepresented         
     Minority 
     URM / Non-URM grad rate 

5.9 ppt 
7.2% / 13% 

6.8 ppt 
7.3% / 14.1% 

3.9 ppt 
 

0% Not available 

Transfers from KCTCS 8,376 9,683 9,580 
 

100% Not available 
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Commonwealth of Kentucky 

Student Success, continued… Baseline 
Most 

Recent 
Target 

Progress: 
Baseline to Target 

Five-year 
Change (%) 

Net Direct Cost 
 

-$1,413 -$1,622 -$1,470 
 

100% Not available 

State appropriations for public higher education (in 
millions) 

$1,029 $1,007 $1,069 
 

0% -10% 

Qualified students not receiving need-based state 
financial aid 

68,259 90,424 34,000 
 

0% 207% 

       

Research, Economic and 
Community Development 

     

Externally-Funded Research and Development  
(in thousands) 

$375,326 $371,761 $455,000 
 

0% 15% 

STEM+H Degrees 17,306 18,869 19,350 
 

76% 35% 

Educational Attainment  
(Associates and above, ages 25-44) 

31.6% 32.3% 37.0% 
 

13% Not available 

       

Efficiency and Innovation  
 

     

Online Learning 14.1% 16.2% 18.4% 
 

49% 184% 

Credits to Degree – Bachelor’s   140 140.5 135 
 

0% Not available 

Credits to Degree – Associate’s  93 93.6 81 
 

0% 1% 

Degree productivity relative to education and related 
expenditures (Completions per $100K) 

1.97 1.90 2.20 
 

0% -9% 

  


